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2026 HUIC  Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

ISSN 2162-917X (Online)
Please visit our website for more details on the next conference.
www.artshumanitieshawaii.org
artshumanities@huichawaii.org
Contact Number: 1-808-537-6500

WELCOME ADDRESS

(All are welcome!)

Aloha and welcome to the annual Arts,
Humanities, Social Sciences and
 Education Conference held at the

Prince Waikiki Resort on the island of Oahu.  We
trust that you will gain new experiences and new
insights in your field of study while interacting with
your peers.  This is an exciting opportunity to meet
with educators from different universities
throughout the nation and throughout the world.
They bring with them a wealth of knowledge and
experience in their particular disciplines to share
with each and every one.

We hope you enjoy your stay with our
host, the Prince Waikiki Resort,
located a block from the Ala

Moana Shopping Center offering a wide
variety of shops and attractions.

The famous Waikiki Beach and prime
restaurants are close by for your
convenience.  Be sure to check with

the hotel’s activity desk for all the latest
adventures and tours to make your trip to
the Hawaiian Islands a memorable
experience.

The Islands of Hawaii offer a very
unique experience for all people
who visit to gain a better

understanding of the Hawaiian culture and
its spirit only found in these islands.  Enjoy
some of the best weather and beaches found
anywhere in the world, and take your
experiences home with you to return
another day.

E’ Komo Mai!
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2026 HUIC  Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

AHSE 2026 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

11:30am - 12:30pm  (LUNCH IS NOT PROVIDED)
LUNCH BREAK

TEA BREAK - Foyer (Registration Area)
Wednesday & Thursday - 9:30am - 12:00pm / 1:00 - 3:30pm

APPRECIATION LUNCH - Naio Room (Complimentary for Registered Participants)
January 09, Friday: 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

This January’s Keynote speaker is Dr. Eric R. Jackson who is a Professor of History and Associate
Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences at Northern Kentucky University, with almost 35 years of
academic experience at the university level. He has taught numerous classes in the field of American
and African American History, Race Relations and Peace Studies. Dr. Jackson has also published a
wide array of books, books reviews, articles, etc. in many local, regional, national, and international
journals, such as the Journal of African American History, the Journal of Negro Education, Ohio

History, the International Journal of World Peace, and the Journal of Pan African Studies.)

SESSION CHAIRS (Instructions)
 Introduction of Participants.
 Start and complete sessions on time.
 Chair leads the discussions and holds question and answer period at the end of each session.

Registration Hours

January 06 - Tuesday - 3rd. Floor 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
January 07 - Wednesday - 3rd. Floor 6:30 am - 5:00 pm
January 08 - Thursday - 3rd. Floor 6:30 am - 4:00 pm
January 09 - Friday - 3rd. Floor 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

CONCURRENT SESSION TIMES
8:15 - 9:45am * 10:00 - 11:30am * 12:45 - 2:15pm * 2:30 - 4:00pm * 4:15 - 5:45pm

POSTER EXHIBITS
January 08: 11:00 am - 12:30 pm, Naio Room

BREAKFAST - Naio Room
(Breakfast is complimentary for registered participants)

January 07 - Wednesday 6:30 am - 8:30 am
January 08 - Thursday 6:30 am - 8:30 am

KEYNOTE SPEAKER’S ADDRESS
January 08, Thursday **: 7:30 am - 8:00 am, Naio Room
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Anthropology, Linguistics, Ethnic Studies, Folklore; Religious/Spiritual

Studies; Law; Indigenous Studies; Human Rights; Political Science

Session Chair: Dr. Kerry Hull

I. A Forest of Signs: Documenting Traditional Ethno-ornithological Knowledge and
Efforts Toward Sustainable Indigenous-led Birding and among the Q’eqchi’ Maya

This paper explores ethno-ornithological documentation among the Q’eqchi’ Maya of
Guatemala and Belize by focusing on messaging of bird calls, their presence, or flight patterns in
six principal areas: hunting, agriculture, rain and drought, death, curing, and various more general
positive and negative portents. The second portion of this paper describes a recent phenomenon
in indigenous Q’eqchi’ Maya communities of turning traditional ethno-ornithological knowledge
into a sustainable income.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Kerry Hull
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah
Dr. Rob Fergus
Independent Scholar

Q:  What role do birds play in the lives of the Q'eqchi' Maya?

A: They are informers, prognosticators, and warners of all types of events that can
affect the Q'eqchi' people.

Continued on next page
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Continued on next page

II. Metaphysical Encounters: Grounding Mystical Spiritual Visions in the Lived
Experience

In this paper presentation I recount a direct description of a mystical metaphysical experience of
someone whom I refer to as the “witness”. By recount, I mean I will repeat how the witness
describes it was given to them. I will utilize a number of sources to heuristically explain,
understand, and consider the meaning of this extraordinary mystical experience.

Author/Presenter: Prof. Sally Stocksdale
History Department
Towson University
Towson, Maryland

Q:  How can we objectively assess a highly subjective mystical experience?

A: We can consult a variety of thinkers and sources to answer this question.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Anthropology, Linguistics, Ethnic Studies, Folklore; Religious/Spiritual

Studies; Law; Indigenous Studies; Human Rights; Political Science
Session Chair: Dr. Kerry Hull
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

III. Impacts of US Trade Policy on Indigenous Rights in Canada

The Indigenous right of free, prior and informed consent is affirmed in international law and
enshrined in Canadian legislation. However, recent dramatic shifts in US foreign and trade
strategy have provoked a transformation in Canada's industrial policy that threatens the
protective framework of Indigenous consultation about resource and infrastructure projects.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Natalie Oman
Legal Studies Program
Faculty of Social Science & Humanities
University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Oshawa, Ontario
Canada

Q:  Have Indigenous rights been affected by recent changes in the trading relationship
between Canada and the U.S.?

A: Shifts in U.S. foreign and trade strategy have prompted a dramatic transformation in
Canada's industrial policy. This transformation threatens to undermine the
Indigenous right of free, prior and informed consent.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Anthropology, Linguistics, Ethnic Studies, Folklore; Religious/Spiritual

Studies; Law; Indigenous Studies; Human Rights; Political Science

Session Chair: Dr. Kerry Hull
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

I. Sound in Color: Pairing Music with Visual Art through Three Korean Sketches on
Saeya Saeya Parang Saeya (2025)

This presentation introduces pairing music, a term coined by the presenter to link visual and
musical art via QR codes, creating an interactive dialogue between artwork, music, and
audience. Centered on Three Korean Sketches on Saeya Saeya Parang Saeya (2025), a piano
suite responding to Moon Jung-Joo’s exhibition bLuE bLuE bLuE, the session includes a
7-minute video performance and explores conceptual, compositional, and interdisciplinary strat-
egies while highlighting educational potential.

Author/Presenter:

Q:  How can music and visual art interact in a gallery setting?

A: This presentation demonstrates pairing music, a method I developed that links
individual artworks to original piano compositions via QR codes, allowing audiences
to experience an interactive dialogue between sound and image and explore art in a
multisensory, immersive way.

Continued on next page

Dr. Hyunjung Rachel Chung
Department of Music
Spelman College
Atlanta, Georgia

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Music; Discourse Analysis, Music, Linguistics, Language and Literature;

Linguistics

Session Chair: Dr. Hyunjung Rachel Chung
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

II. Teaching Program Music through Storytelling in Piano Performance Tutorial Lessons
Applying studies on conversational storytelling and instructional discourse, this study investigates
how music storytelling is used to teach piano performances in online video tutorial lessons,
explicating how piano instructors explain musical structure, transform written musical symbols
into spoken verbal language, and storify program music, which is instrumental music that conveys
nonmusical meanings by evoking a series of images, depicting events, or telling a story.

Author/Presenter: Dr. Chisato Koike
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures
California State University, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Q:  Is storytelling an effective teaching strategy to teach instrumental music performance?

A: Yes. Instrumental music is fundamentally the language spoken through musical
instruments. And the structures and development in instrumental music pieces and
oral/written storytelling share similarities. By utilizing music storytelling, the
instructors can personify, contextualize, and explain abstract musical notations and
structures more concretely and effectively.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Music; Discourse Analysis, Music, Linguistics, Language and Literature;

Linguistics

Session Chair: Dr. Hyunjung Rachel Chung

III. Morphological Competition in Negative Prefixes - A Diachronic Study of inability /
unability and inable / unable -
This presentation investigates the morphological and historical development of the negative prefix
combinations, inability / unability and inable / unable. This study draws on two primary sources:
the British National Corpus (BNC) for contemporary usage data, and the Oxford English
Dictionary 2nd edition (OED) for historical attestations and diachronic patterns.

Author/Presenter: Mr. Akira Okada
Department of General Education
National Institute of Technology
Oyama College
Oyama, Tochigi
Japan

Q:  What is one of the major differences between in- and un-?

A: Their origin is different; in- is a Latinate prefix and un- is a Germanic one.
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

From Clicks to Completion: Elevating Online Criminal Justice Learning Through Quality
Course Design at an HBCU

Explore how a Criminal Justice department at an urban HBCU revolutionized its online courses through
intentional design, faculty collaboration, and strategic leadership. This engaging, real-world case study
highlights the impact of a standardized course template on student success and performance.
Attendees will experience a hands-on demo of interactive tools that boost student engagement and
professional readiness in online classrooms.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Pia Anderson Duncan, Ed.D.

Dr. Carol Huynh
Criminal Justice Department
North Carolina Central University
Durham, North Carolina

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 3
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Criminal Justice

WORKSHOP

Q: How can a standardized online course design in Criminal Justice improve student
engagement without sacrificing instructor creativity or flexibility?

A: We implemented a balanced structure with innovation by engaging faculty in the design
of a common course template that promotes academic consistency while still allowing
instructors the flexibility to personalize content, foster student engagement, and enhance
learning through dynamic, hands-on tools.
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 4
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Visual Arts and Criminal Justice

WORKSHOP

Teaching Film Behind Bars: The Transformative Power of Arts Education in Prison

I developed and taught a groundbreaking film production course inside a maximum-custody prison,
empowering incarcerated students to write, direct, and produce original films. These students—many
incarcerated for decades—were eager to create art with urgency. This interactive session explores the
transformative impact of arts education behind bars, on both “inside” and “outside” students, and
offers a model for educators and institutions championing creativity, equity, and rehabilitation.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Adrian Garcia
English Language & Communications
Miami Dade College
Miami, Florida

Q: What was the biggest surprise or lesson you learned while teaching filmmaking to
incarcerated students?

A: The biggest surprise was how naturally these students took to collaboration,
vulnerability, and discipline—qualities we often assume are absent in prison. Their stories
didn’t just reflect their pasts; they imagined new futures.
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Continued on next page

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Justice Administration, Criminal Justice; Inter-disciplinary, sociology,

criminology; Disinformation, Misinformation, and Malinformation:
Understanding Adversarial Minds

Session Chair: Dr. Carmen Gill

I. National Framework for Police Intervention in Intimate Partner Coercive Control

This presentation will offer an opportunity to discuss police understanding and response to
coercive control in intimate partner violence situations, which include the recognition of tactics
used by perpetrators and collecting evidence beyond physical violence.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Carmen Gill
Sociology Department
University of New Brunswick
Fredericton, New Brunswick
Canada

Q:  How to document a case if coercive control is not a criminal offence?

A: Need to think outside the box and capture as much information to document a case.
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

II. Expanding and Integrating Mental Health and Substance Use Services: Research-
Informed Approaches to Justice System Transformation

This presentation highlights findings from three studies on integrating behavioral health services in
justice settings. Results show that high-quality probation programs reduce justice involvement,
Housing First models improve stability and reduce substance use, and peer-run centers lower
psychiatric service use. Together, these strategies support inclusive, community-based care and
call for a more adaptable behavioral health workforce.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Orion Mowbray
School of Social Work
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia
Dr. Brian Graves
School of Social Work
Florida Atlantic University
Boca Raton, Florida

Q:  How can policymakers and program administrators practically support the
integration of peer-led services and Housing First models within justice system
settings, given budget constraints and institutional resistance?

A: One practical strategy is to embed pilot programs within existing structures such as
probation offices or reentry services to demonstrate cost-effectiveness and improved
outcomes. Peer-led services and Housing First models have been shown to reduce
reliance on emergency and institutional care, which can help offset initial costs.
Policymakers can also support integration by tying funding to outcomes rather than
specific service types. Involving individuals with lived experience in advisory and
leadership roles can further build institutional trust and promote adoption of these
approaches.

Continued on next page

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Justice Administration, Criminal Justice; Inter-disciplinary, sociology,

criminology; Disinformation, Misinformation, and Malinformation:
Understanding Adversarial Minds

Session Chair: Dr. Carmen Gill
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Continued on next page

III. Trends in Spousal Homicide and Spousal Violence in Canada

Despite increasing attention to the issue of intimate partner violence, there is still no clear
understanding of recent trends. Drawing on Statistics Canada’s Homicide Survey, the General
Social Survey on Victimization, my own research, and other relevant studies, I explore whether
there is evidence of meaningful change. The findings suggest an overall declining trend in spousal
homicide and violence in the past decade.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Alexandra Lysova
School of Criminology
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, British Columbia
Canada

Q:  Do declining official numbers necessarily mean IPV is decreasing, or could changes in
reporting practices and social attitudes also be shaping these trends?

A: Declining official numbers don’t necessarily mean IPV is truly decreasing—they may
reflect real reductions, but they can also be shaped by changes in reporting practices,
social attitudes toward disclosure, and how agencies record incidents.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Justice Administration, Criminal Justice; Inter-disciplinary, sociology,

criminology; Disinformation, Misinformation, and Malinformation:
Understanding Adversarial Minds

Session Chair: Dr. Carmen Gill
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

IV. Misinformation, Disinformation, or Mal-information – Societal Division and Deviant
Designation Change

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the relationship between disinformation, deviant
designation change, and societal division. The paper posits that the spread of online disinformation
can serve as a catalyst to accelerate deviant designation change and societal conflict. As a result,
the paper attempts to identify and explain the structural determinates associated with the
proliferation of a unique type of social disruption that is inexpensive, methodical, and constantly
productive.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Jeffrey London
Dr. Nikolaus Streicher
Criminal Justice and Criminology
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Denver, Colorado
Bonnie L. Rushing, SMSgt, USAF
United States Airforce
UCCS College of Engineering & Applied Science
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Q1:  What is Malinformation?

Q2:  What is the difference between misinformation and disinformation?

A1:  Malinformation is a unique combination of misinformation and disinformation.

A2:   Disinformation is usually spread online with malicious intent. Misinformation is
usually spread online without malicious intent.

Dr. Jeffrey London

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Justice Administration, Criminal Justice; Inter-disciplinary, sociology,

criminology; Disinformation, Misinformation, and Malinformation:
Understanding Adversarial Minds

Session Chair: Dr. Carmen Gill
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

I. Criminalizing Dissent: The Hong Kong Model of Repression

This essay examines how the People’s Republic of China’s response to the 2019 Uprising in
Hong Kong fundamentally altered the city’s political landscape. It centers on the enactment of the
National Security Law (NSL) on June 30, 2020, which is a deliberate distortion of Hong Kong’s
core value of the “rule of law.” The NSL marked the start of a new era of repression, aiming to
transform Hong Kong from a hub of opposition into a model of enforced compliance through
legal means.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. William Wei
History Department
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, Colorado

Q:  How does the Hong Kong Model compare to other examples of repression?

A: The speed and comprehensiveness with which Hong Kong’s legal environment has
been transformed, the direct imposition of laws by a central authority, and the extra-
territorial reach of its repression are distinctive features.

Continued on next page

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: History; Education; History; Queer Studies, LGBTQ+ Studies, Linquistic

Analysis

Session Chair: Prof. William Wei
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

II. From Covenants to Classrooms: Uncovering the Impact of Racial Segregation on
Education in Minnesota

This study examines how racial covenants in Minnesota created segregated neighborhoods, leading
to unequal, segregated schools. Integration efforts in the 1960s–70s, such as busing and school
closures, often harmed Black communities instead of helping. Combined with urban renewal
projects that displaced Black families, these policies deepened educational disparities. The
paper reveals how structural racism shaped lasting inequities in Minnesota’s schools.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Alexis Jones
School of Liberal Arts and Education
Crown College
St. Bonifacius, Minnesota

Q:  How could a housing policy from over a century ago still be affecting Minnesota’s
classrooms today?

A: Racial covenants may seem like a relic of the past, but their legacy lives on in school
zoning, resource allocation, and educational opportunity gaps. This session uncovers
the hidden threads connecting early 20th-century segregation to modern disparities,
and challenges us to rethink what true equity in education looks like.

Continued on next page

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: History; Education;History; Queer Studies, LGBTQ+ Studies, Linquistic

Analysis

Session Chair: Prof. William Wei
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

III. Undisciplined: U.S. Military Masculinity and a Queer Forensic Reading of a 1912
Army Court-Martial

This linguistic study examines Private Moon's 1912 court-martial to reveal how the U.S. Army
enforced masculinity through language before criminalizing homosexuality. Analyzing trial records
and testimony, I expose competing masculine ideals and how the U.S. Army weaponized
language to enforce rigid military masculinities, pathologizing queer behavior through terms like
"abnormal," "immoral," and "moral character," demonstrating how language policed gender norms
in pre-WWI military culture.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Thomas Rust
History Department
Montana State University Billings
Billings, Montana

Q:  Moon’s case predates the 1916 Articles of War that explicitly criminalized
homosexuality. How might the Army’s reliance on vague ‘conduct unbecoming’ charges
reveal institutional anxieties about queerness before legal codification?

A: The Army's reliance on vague charges like 'conduct unbecoming' reveals a panicked
improvisation as they lacked legal tools to criminalize queerness outright, so they
weaponized moral language. The 1916 revision didn't invent anti-queer persecution;
it bureaucratized an existing culture of suspicion we see crystallized in Moon's trial.
His case shows how institutions often legislate retroactively to justify entrenched and
evolving prejudices.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: History; Education; History; Queer Studies, LGBTQ+ Studies, Linquistic

Analysis

Session Chair: Prof. William Wei
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 3
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: Inter-disciplinary

WORKSHOP

From Awareness to Action: Anti-Oppressive Strategies for Culturally Responsive Practice

This interactive workshop is designed to equip professionals with the critical tools and strategies needed
to effectively engage with culturally diverse populations, while actively resisting systems and practices
that perpetuate marginalization and health disparities. Using a cultural lens, participants will explore
how systemic oppression impacts client-provider relationships, access to services, and outcomes.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Rita Walters
Department of Social Work
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, Michigan

Q1: How can social and health care providers actively resist the influence of discriminatory
policies or practices in their daily work, while still navigating the constraints of their
institutions or systems?

Q2: In what ways have you observed implicit bias or microaggressions affecting the quality
of care or services provided in your professional setting?
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

I've Seen Fire and Rain: Forum Theatre and a Changing Climate

From the Maui wildfires to the devastating floods caused by Hurricane Helene, the effects of our
warming climate are increasingly calamitous and impossible to ignore, yet across the country--despite
statistical evidence that the majority of Americans believe that climate change is real--many are
unwilling to talk about it. Enter the arts: our workshop demonstrates the effective ways theatre can help
folks break the ice, talk about their climate change fears, and find methods for taking action.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Derek Davidson
Department of Theatre and Dance
Appalachian State University
Boone, North Carolina
Prof. Karen Sabo
Department of Theatre and Dance
Missouri State University
Springfield, Missouri

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 4
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: Theatre, Improv, Climate Change, Arts Expression

WORKSHOP

Q: Boal's Forum Theatre looks fun, but do you have to have theatre experience to engage in
it?

A: Absolutely not. Boal's desire was to create games and exercises that would encourage
everyone's participation. In the ideal situation, a group would have at least one facilitator
to lead the rest of the participants, but all that is really necessary is a basic understanding
of the components of Forum Theatre and a group of people willing to participate. Forum
Theatre has brought groups together in Germany, the US, Central and South America and
elsewhere; it has empowered people from diverse populations with no previous theatre
experience.
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Literature, Humanities, Art; Literature

Session Chair: Dr. Sharon Worley

I. A Cabinet of Curiosities: Vernon Lee's Deconstructivist Gender Aesthetics

A comparison of “Amore Dure” with the studiolo of Isabella d’Este and Botticelli’s Birth of
Venus with “Dionea” demonstrates the extent to which Vernon Lee manipulates the Renaissance
Venus/Virgin iconography and reinvents a new revisionist supernatural spirit who restores gender
equality. By contrast, an analysis of “Oke of Okehurst” demonstrates an affinity to Lee private
studiolo based on her ancestry and art criticism.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Sharon Worley
English Department
University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Q:  How does Vernon Lee portray the art of Botticelli?

A: As the anti-thesis to gendered equity.

Continued on next page
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

Continued on next page

II. Laughter, Humor, and the Failure of Language in Elif Batuman’s The Idiot

This paper examines laughter as a marker of power in Elif Batuman’s The Idiot (2017). Through
close reading and humor theory, it argues that—contrary to protagonist Selin’s belief—language
is not the novel’s primary betrayer. Instead, larger social forces, mediated through both laughter
and language, generate disconnection and harm. As a nuanced rhetorical response, laughter
exposes social imbalances that destabilize trust in communication and reinforce Selin’s
powerlessness.

Author/Presenter:

Ms. Mary Clare Michael
Department of English
Smith College
Northampton, Massachusetts

Q:  Is laughter synonymous with humor?

A: No. This paper explicitly explores the dissonance between laughter, a bodily response,
and humor, a linguistic tool for navigating complex social dynamics. The novel’s
emphasis on awkward moments of laughter—and its commentary on the limits of
language—emerges from this very disconnection.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Literature, Humanities, Art; Literature

Session Chair: Dr. Sharon Worley
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2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

III. Staging Strategies: Dolores Prida’s and Carmen Duarte’s Cuban Doppelgängerinnen

This work focuses on Coser y cantar (1981) by Dolores Prida (1943-2013) and Carolina de
Alto Songo (1987) by Carmen Duarte (1959 - ) and the staging strategy of the gestic monologue
employed by these Cuban playwrights to present two views through one actress embodying two
characters. The plays denounce the discrimination faced by the protagonists in two different
settings (NYC in the late 70s and Havana in the late 80s).

Author/Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann Gosser-Esquilín
Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature
Florida Atlantic University
Boca Raton, Florida

Q:  Why is staging Doppelgängerinnen in these Cuban one-act plays significant?

A: The presence of one actress acting two parts exposes audiences to the nuances of
being a woman in prejudiced settings. By staging these tensions, the playwrights
criticize their respective geopolitical systems effectively and concisely.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Literature, Humanities, Art; Literature

Session Chair: Dr. Sharon Worley
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I. Carrying the Burden: A Qualitative Study of SUD Counselors’ Challenges, Coping,
and Calls for Systemic Change Post-Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted those with Substance Use Disorders (SUD),
especially individuals affected by the opioid crisis. However, less is known about how SUD
counselors navigated this evolving landscape. This qualitative study explores the lived
experiences of 14 SUD counselors who provided care during and after the pandemic.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Suzanne Whitehead
Advanced Studies
California State University, Stanislaus
Turlock, California
Dr. Dianne Vargas
Advanced Studies
California State University, Stanislaus
Turlock, California

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Substance Use Disorder Counselors' lived experiences during and after

the pandemic; International Studies, Women’s Studies, Interdisciplinary;
Arts and Humanities; Rhetorics of Trauma

Session Chair: Dr. Suzanne Whitehead

Q:  What have been the lived experiences of Substance Use Disorder (SUD) counselors
during and after the pandemic?

A: SUD counselors have experienced isolation, great loss, distress, frustration, and
sadness, while also remaining steadfast and committed to doing all they can to assist
those who suffer from addiction.

Continued on next page
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II. Weaving Futures, Cultivating Change: Women’s Cooperatives and Ecological
Empowerment in Rural Morocco

This study examines Moroccan women’s cooperatives as grassroots institutions that blend
economic work with cultural and ecological resilience. Through case studies and fieldwork, it
highlights how rural women use cooperative models to navigate gender norms, assert leadership,
increase literacy rates, and sustain traditional knowledge within Amazigh and Islamic
frameworks.

Author/Presenter:

Q:  What was the Fulbright-Hays project in Morocco?

A: The Fulbright Hays participants traveled throughout Morocco studying sustainability
projects such as the Noor Solar Plant in Ouarzazate, A desalination plant in El Jadida,
and a fog-harvesting facility outside Sidi Ifni. But my personal fascination was with
the women’s co-ops and the potential for societal change.

Continued on next page

Prof. Lisa Ortiz
Department of Journalism & Media Production
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Denver, Colorado

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Substance Use Disorder Counselors' lived experiences during and after

the pandemic; International Studies, Women’s Studies, Interdisciplinary;
Arts and Humanities; Rhetorics of Trauma

Session Chair: Dr. Suzanne Whitehead
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III. Cathartic Rhythms, Tactility and Geo-aesthetics in Carpet-Inspired Art
This paper examines carpet-inspired art and its contribution to the development of eco-
aesthetics, also known as geo-aesthetics, which challenge the predetermined outcomes of
capitalism. The key focus of eco-aesthetics is to create an aesthetic grounded in ecological
awareness of human activities and experiences.

Author/Presenter: Prof. Minoo Moallem
Gender and Women's Studies
University of California Berkeley
Berkeley, California

Q:  How carpet-inspired artists decolonize the modernist art field?

A: They disrupt narratives that prioritize vision, instead emphasizing tactile sensory
experiences.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Substance Use Disorder Counselors' lived experiences during and after

the pandemic; International Studies, Women’s Studies, Interdisciplinary;
Arts and Humanities; Rhetorics of Trauma

Session Chair: Dr. Suzanne Whitehead

Continued on next page
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Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Substance Use Disorder Counselors' lived experiences during and after

the pandemic; International Studies, Women’s Studies, Interdisciplinary;
Arts and Humanities; Rhetorics of Trauma

Session Chair: Dr. Suzanne Whitehead

IV. Decolonizing Trauma: Analyzing the Embodied Rhetorics of Trauma, Overwhelm, and
Stress
This transdisciplinary approach of a trauma analysis draws from Dr. Aimee Apigian's and Dr
Gabor Mate's current research, exploring overwhelm and the mind-body dualism. It further
critiques the limitations of current trauma research by applying theories of embodied rhetorics
and constellative rhetoric(s) to [re]frame the argument, contending that without a firm
understanding(s) of coloniality and decolonial theory approaches, past analyses offer a limited
scope of trauma.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Danielle Donelson
Languages and Literature
Austin Peay State University
Clarksville, Tennessee

Q:  How do Decolonial Theories, Embodied Rhetorics and Cultural Rhetorics help inform
current research on Trauma Studies?

A: Rhetorical Analyses of Trauma pairs well with a transdisciplinary approach, using
decoloniality and coloniality.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Substance Use Disorder Counselors' lived experiences during and after

the pandemic; International Studies, Women’s Studies, Interdisciplinary;
Arts and Humanities; Rhetorics of Trauma

Session Chair: Dr. Suzanne Whitehead
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Using Nature Journaling to Nurture Mindful Arts Based Practices

Using three approaches, the session leaders will guide participants through nature journaling prompts
that include philosophical creative writing, nature drawing with reflective observation, and eco art
practices.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Lori Santos
School of Art, Design & Creative Industries
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas
Dr. Susan Castro
Dr. Susan Sterrett
Department of Philosophy
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas

Q: How can artistic and scientific ways of experiencing life in the garden combine to expand
our creativity?

A: In this workshop, we will share three perspectives on how learning about Indigenous
practices and gardening from Indigenous wisdom keepers inspired our creative growth.
Through visual journaling, reflective writing, and daily garden drawing, we deepened our
understanding of reciprocity and kinship with plants, insects, earth, water, sky, sun, and
the life-giving energy around us.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 4
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Art, Visual Art, Philosophy, Inter-disciplinary and other areas of Arts and

Humanities

Session Chair: WORKSHOP
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Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Naio Room
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Arts

PERFORMANCE

Interdisciplinary Bridges: Connecting Land, Collaboration, and Mentorship Through
Eco-Performance

Within the Canyons is a performance by Michelle Kesler, Keely Song, and Kevin Anthony exploring
the intersection of music, sound, dance, and the environment. Originally created in Southern Utah’s
desert, it’s now reimagined indoors. Three original compositions by Raven Chacon, Kurt Rohde, and
Kevin Anthony capture the desert’s essence, while choreography based on canyon movement
deepens the experience. This 90-minute recital includes music, cello, projection, dance, and a Q&A
session.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Michelle Kesler
Dr. Kevin Anthony
School of Music
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah
Prof. Keely Song-Glenn
Department of Dance
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah

Q:  How do we create new sounds and movements in a space to challenge assumptions of the
physical and aural experience?

A: Challenging sound and movement in a space allows us to reimagine how we perceive and
interact with our environment. In the context of this concert, it’s not just about
performance—it's about presence. By disrupting conventional staging and using immersive
sound and projection, we invite audiences to experience music as something spatial,
physical, and alive. This approach echoes the dynamic qualities of the canyon itself—a
place shaped by time, resonance, and shifting forms. When sound moves around and through
a space—rather than staying fixed on a stage—it asks the audience to move with it, to
listen differently, and to engage more deeply. It breaks down the boundary between
performer and listener, turning the venue into a living, responsive environment. This is how
we make space not just a container for art, but a collaborator in the creative process.
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I. Enclothed Efficacy Pilot Project: The Influence of Group Dress on Mutual Efficacy

This pilot study begins to define and demonstrate new terminology, namely enclothed efficacy,
which combines the established ideas of dress-linked confidence (enclothed cognition) and
mutual (group) efficacy. Specifically, this study builds a starting point for the conversation about
how enclothed efficacy can be measured, studied and applied. An experiment is in progress
which asks participants to complete team-based logic tasks while dressed similarly or differently
from their team members.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Kylin Flothe
Department of Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion Design
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, Nebraska
Dr. Kale Riley
Department of Arts & Sciences
Southeast Community College
Milford, Nebraska

Continued on next page

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:00pm
Session: Social Sciences, Interdisciplinary; Education Topics; Education,

Environmental Education

Session Chair: Dr. Kylin Flothe

Q:  How can this research improve the success of organizational teams?

A: If an item of clothing symbolizes group success, wearing the item of clothing increases
the group’s belief in their ability to achieve success, and, in fact, their success rate. We
examine ways to establish and communicate the symbolic meaning of the
"successful" garment so that team members will consistently "enclothe" and embody
a confident, successful mindset.
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III. Pedagogical Pathways to Ocean Literacy: A Case Study of the USA Blue Schools
Program

This session presents findings from a qualitative case study of the USA Blue Schools program,
which supports K–12 educators in integrating ocean literacy into classroom instruction. Drawing
on interviews, student work, and field observations, the study highlights how teachers foster
ocean literacy through place-based learning, interdisciplinary curriculum design, and community
partnerships.

Author/Presenter: Prof. Meghan Marrero
Department of Secondary Education
Mercy University
Dobbs Ferry, New York

Q:  How can teachers empower students to address global challenges?

A: Come to my presentation to find out!

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:00pm
Session: Social Sciences, Interdisciplinary; Education Topics; Education,

Environmental Education

Session Chair: Dr. Kylin Flothe

II. Unwrapping the Lollipop 2.0

Therapists' and parents’ ability to initiate sex talks is an important skill for preparing youth to have
a healthy sex life. Barriers in communicating range from feelings of anxiety, and shame to a lack of
knowledge about sexuality. Results of a national survey will share effective strategies for
therapists and parents to use as they explore this important stage of development.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Agnieszka Tulowiecka
Dr. Danel Koonce
Dr. Shannon Dermer
Psychology Department
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois

Q:  What is the sweetest surprise that comes with a twist of paper?

A: Unwrapping the lollipop because sometimes joy comes on a stick.
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I. Globalization and Westernization of Chinese Music: A Journey through Folksongs
and Cultural Transformation

This presentation explores the impact of Western influences on Chinese music in the 19th and
20th centuries. It illustrates how Western musical elements merged with traditional Chinese
music, reflecting broader trends of globalization and cultural adaptation. Highlighting key
historical moments and cultural shifts, we reveal how this synthesis shaped contemporary
Chinese musical identity, offering insights into the dynamic interplay between global and local
cultural forces.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Anthony Olson
Ms. Yan Eva Peng
Dept. of Fine and Performing Arts
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, Missouri

Q:  How did the integration of Western musical elements influence the development of
contemporary Chinese music during the 19th and 20th centuries?

A: The integration of Western musical elements during the 19th and 20th centuries
profoundly transformed Chinese music by introducing new instruments, harmonic
structures, and compositional techniques. This fusion created a unique genre that
enriched traditional Chinese music and reflected broader trends of globalization
and cultural adaptation. Our presentation explores these changes through live
performances and scholarly analysis, highlighting key moments and figures that
shaped contemporary Chinese musical identity. Join us to discover how this
dynamic interplay of cultures has contributed to the evolution of Chinese music.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 3:00 - 4:30pm
Session: Music; Performing Arts, Psychology, Dance, Theater; Folklife, Digital

Archives; Philosophy; Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Anthony Olson

Continued on next page
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II. On the Integration of Mindfulness Skills in the Applied Performance Studio

Anxiety in performance often stems from fear which can lead us down a path of uncertainty. A
mindfulness practice can be a way to help bridge basic psychological principles to our artistic
training to enhance our progress in the practice room. Rodriguez will introduce and discuss the
benefits of implementing a mindfulness practice in the applied studio which can benefit students in
their performance studies to help them become better performers. . .one breath at a time.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Raul Rodriguez
Music Department
Texas State University
San Marcos, Texas

Q:  Can a guided breathing practice really help reduce my anxiety levels?

A: Yes, studies show the skills learned in a mindfulness practice can help reduce stress,
manage anxiety level and increase awareness and focus. It can also improve sleep.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 3:00 - 4:00pm
Session: Music; Performing Arts, Psychology, Dance, Theater; Folklife, Digital

Archives; Philosophy; Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Anthony Olson

Continued on next page
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III. "It's okay to feel that, as long as you don't live there": Archives and Creative Grief
Therapy

By delving into community strengths tied to customary practices, grieving and disconnected
communities can unlock culturally relevant solutions which aid in reconciliation and healing. This
presentation will explore the ways communities have combined digital archive creation, research,
and creative grief therapies to address generational grief and reconnect to communal practices
and cultural histories, thus unlocking culturally-relevant resilience factors.

Author/Presenter:

Ms. Meg Nicholas
American Folklife Center
Library of Congress
Washington, DC

Q:  How can institutions that house cultural archives be more welcoming and responsive
to researchers who may be processing grief during/through their research?

A: An easy way is to provide quiet, comforting places for individuals and groups to
debrief about emotions they are feeling and new information they are learning.
Provide tissues, have people on-hand who are trained in trauma-informed care
systems. If you are building or designing new research spaces, think about adding in
rooms where cultural practices can be learned and shared alongside archival items.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 3:00 - 4:30pm
Session: Music; Performing Arts, Psychology, Dance, Theater; Folklife, Digital

Archives; Philosophy; Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Anthony Olson
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Teaching the Uncomfortable: Strategies for Incorporating Diasporic Content and
Connections in U.S. Classrooms

This interactive workshop brings together participants from the 2025 Fulbright-Hays Group Project
Abroad in Ghana - scholars representing art, communication, history, African American studies,
environmental studies, special education, and elementary through post-graduate education. Together,
we will share strategies for incorporating immersive learning experiences into our classrooms in ways
that engage students and foster critical connections between Ghanaian history and U.S. society.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Kay-Anne Darlington
School of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences
College of Arts & Sciences
University of Rio Grande & Rio Grande Community College
Rio Grande, Ohio
Dr. Catherine Cutcher
Center for International Studies
Ohio University
Athens, Ohio

Q:  What strategies can educators, from elementary through post-graduate levels, use to
transform immersive international experiences into accessible, meaningful classroom
learning while navigating political and legislative restrictions?

A: Educators can transform international experiences into meaningful learning through
narratives, case studies, and active learning strategies that connect global and local con-
texts. By emphasizing critical thinking and intercultural competence, they navigate
political and legislative restrictions while keeping classrooms inclusive and globally
informed.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 4
Time: 2:30 - 4:00pm
Session: Art, Communication, History, American Studies, International Studies,

Public Policy

WORKSHOP
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Age of Leaves and Feathers

‘Age of Leaves and Feathers’ presents ecologically-themed works written for combinations of
clarinet, flute, and keyboard, including works by Amanda Harberg (“Birding in the Palisades”), Eric
Ewazen (“Wildflowers”), Donald Womack (“’Aina”), and Matthew Burtner (“A’aa”). We analyze the
various depiction and representation strategies the composers employ to draw their audiences toward
nature and discuss their aesthetic and ethical implications.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Kelly Sulick
Dr. Jiyeon Choi
Prof. John Mayhood
Department of Music
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Naio Room
Time: 2:30 - 4:00pm
Session: Music, Performing Arts

PERFORMANCE

Q:  Do different ways of presenting nature in music aim to affect audiences differently?

A: The main aesthetic goal is roughly the same in all the cases: produce an emotional effect
in the audience. With more direct techniques – incorporating natural materials and
sonification – the audience is brought in direct contact with the ecological object or
event, and thus explicitly encouraged to contemplate nature directly. With more
traditional means of presentation, the invitation to contemplation is often indirect or
merely implied, so the listener’s imagination and attention is given freer rein. For this
reason, many works with an explicitly ethical aim now rely on more direct methods.
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DAY 2

Thursday - January 08, 2026
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KEYNOTE ADDRESSDR.
Thursday - January 08, 2026
Room: Naio

Dr. Eric Jackson
Office of the Dean
History Department
Northern Kentucky University
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Dr. Eric R. Jackson is a Professor of History and Associate Dean in the College of Arts and
Sciences at Northern Kentucky University, and has almost thirty-five years of academic experience at
the university level. He has taught numerous classes in the fields of American and African American
History, Race Relations, and Peace Studies.

Dr. Jackson has also published a wide array of books, book reviews, articles, etc. in many
local, regional, national, and international journals, such as the Journal of African American History,
the Journal of Negro Education, Ohio History, the International Journal of World Peace, and the
Journal of Pan African Studies.) He recently completed the online book/website on African

Americans in Cincinnati (Oxford University Press, 2015 http://www.oxfordaasc.com/public/fea-
tures/archive/0216/index.jsp), co-authored the books titled Cincinnati’s Underground Railroad

(Arcadia Publishing, Inc. 2014) and Unique Challenges in Urban Schools: The Involvement of

African American Parents (Rowman and Littlefield, May 2015). He is also the author of Let

Freedom Ring for Everyone: (Cognella, 2020), and Introduction to Black Studies (University of
Kentucky Press, 2023 – Thomas D. Clark Medallion Book Award 2023).

       Dr. Jackson is working on a new book titled Full of Faith – Full of Hope: The History and

Legacy of the Underground Railroad in Kentucky (University of Kentucky Press, 2025) as well as
a second edition of Let Freedom Ring for Everyone (Summer 2025). He has served as Interim
Editor and the Book Review Editor of the Journal of Pan African Studies.

       In 2017, Dr. Jackson was awarded the “Second International World Civility Award” from I-
Change Nations. He is also the President of the Boone County Public Library Board of Trustees
(Kentucky) and a Board member of the Friends of Music Hall (Cincinnati, Ohio).
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Philosophy; Philosophy of Technology

Session Chair: Prof. Katalin Bimbo

I. Vagueness Modeled in a Relevance Logic

A well-know property of natural languages is that they are imprecise, for example, they contain
vague terms such as 'bald' and 'a heap'. Philosophers have been debating related paradoxes (like
the sorites) for more then 2,000 years. Classical logic is based on the idea that a predicate either
holds or does not hold of an object, but not both. Some many-valued logics have been used to
deal with vagueness. I will show that a relevance logic, R-Mingle is more suitable to model
vagueness.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Katalin Bimbo
Department of Philosophy
University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada

Q:  How many grains of salt make a pinch (of salt)? Should we count or not?

A: For reasoning, don't count; for a dish, do measure!

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

II. Hybrid Moral Agency: The “We-It” Phenomenon

The greatest obstacle to human freedom is now the assumption that humans are autonomous with
respect to technological systems. In a world where all collective societal activities are mediated
and channeled by technological systems which have their own value frameworks and
requirements, the Enlightenment meaning of human autonomy is now a distortion undermining all
of ethics and attempts to morally limit system growth and development. Understanding the
relation between the “I” and the “we” requires reflection on the agency of the “it”, the
technological system that mediate all actions.

Q2:  What are the implications of hybrid moral agency for all ethical theories and human
attempts to hold systems morally accountable?

A2:   Hybrid moral agency, which includes both the agency of individuals and a
qualitatively different agency of technological systems, reveals the inadequacy of all
currently available ethical theories to hold accountable and influence the behaviors
of large scale systems.

Author/Presenter:

Erik Nordenhaug
Philosophy and Religious Studies Department
Georgia Southern University
Savannah, Georgia

Q1:  What is hybrid moral agency?

A1:   Hybrid moral agency is the rethinking of the long-standing enlightenment notion of
  human autonomy in relation to the autonomy of large-scale technological systems
  containing  structurally-embedded amoral values.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Philosophy; Philosophy of Technology

Session Chair: Prof. Katalin Bimbo
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III. What It Would Take To Be Enlightened

I consider an alternative to the question of personal identity from the Samkhya philosophy that
informs the practice of Raja Yoga. I argue that for this view to be correct, and in order for a
subject to come to have knowledge of the truth proposed by this view, certain philosophical
intuitions would have to be challenged: that mental states are intentional states and that
propositional knowledge can only be attained through either a priori or else empirical means.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Leigh Duffy
Philosophy Department
SUNY Buffalo State University
Buffalo, New York

Q:  Are our philosophical intuitions false because the yoga theory is true or is the yoga
theory flawed since it is inconsistent with our intuitions?

A: I encourage the reader and audience to be open to challenging some of our most
deeply held philosophical intuitions given the theory presented here.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Philosophy; Philosophy of Technology

Session Chair: Prof. Katalin Bimbo
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No More Papers, No More Books!

For graduating seniors, I have abandoned traditional assessment tools, and experimented with “group
challenges”.  Students benefit from creative demonstrations of their knowledge. I employ group
assignments that challenge students to write children’s picture books, develop games, analyze pop art,
and create educational posters, all addressing Psychological issues. In this presentation/workshop, I
will discuss the evolution of this process and share examples of creative student projects.

Author/Presenter:

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session: Undergraduate Psychology

WORKSHOP

Dr. Gerard Hoefling, Ph.D.
Psychology Department
Goldey-Beacom College
Wilmington, Delaware

Q: Do graduating seniors benefit from continued traditional papers and exams?

A: Maybe but they sure are bored, unmotivated, and tired!

Q: What can be utilized to energize this body of students, while also fostering their depth of
understanding of what they have learned?

A: Utilize projects that tap into their creativity!
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Framed by Culture: How Popular Media Shapes Policing Bias Against Black Males
in the U.S.

This study examines how media stereotypes of Black masculinity influence policing practices in the
U.S. Using a functionalist lens and interviews with officers in NC, MD, and PA, it explores systemic
and historical factors that contribute to over-policing and violence against Black males. The research
highlights how hegemonic masculinity and social control have shaped biased perceptions and responses
by law enforcement.

Author/Presenter: Dr. Jack Monell
History, Politics & Social Justice
Winston-Salem State University
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Q: What would policing look like if officers were trained to see Black masculinity through a
culturally informed and unbiased lens rather than one shaped by fear and media
narratives?

A: If officers were trained to see Black masculinity through a culturally informed and unbi-
ased lens, policing would shift from a model of control and suspicion to one grounded in
empathy, equity, and community engagement. Officers would be more likely to de-escalate
rather than react with force, reducing incidents of racial profiling and violence. Black
males would be approached as individuals, not as threats, leading to improved trust, safety,
and justice outcomes across communities. This paradigm shift would not only humanize
policing but also challenge the structural narratives that have long criminalized Black
identity.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 3
Time: 8:15 - 9:45am
Session:

PANEL
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I. Teaching Toward Intercultural Competence: Best Practices from Language and
Literature Courses

This session explores how general education curricula can foster intercultural learning by
strategically integrating multiple touchpoints across disciplines. Presenters will share findings from
a study in language and literature courses that identified evidence-based practices for enhancing
intercultural competence. Attendees will gain insights on applying these strategies across
curricula and explore intercultural learning opportunities within their own disciplines and
institutions.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Shelley Garcia
English Department
Biola University
La Mirada, California
Dr. Julianne Bryant
Modern Languages
Biola University
La Mirada, California

Q:  Why is general education an ideal place for intercultural learning?

A: While we believe intercultural learning is important in both general education and
major studies, embedding it in general education ensures all students learn these vital
skills. Additionally, if developed across several courses, students get the advantage of
repeated practice and varied applications.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: English and Modern Languages, Second Language Studies, Intercultural

Competence; language and literature, inter-disciplinary and other areas of
Arts and Humanities, Philosophy

Session Chair: Dr. Shelley Garcia

Continued on next page
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II. Postcolonial Studies and Victimization: The Space and Claim of the Victim

Postcolonial Studies has historically exposed the plight and condition of victims of colonial
history. Much of postcolonial theory is predicated on the dynamics of the colonial victim's condi-
tion. Rarely, though, does postcolonial theory examine the very dynamics of naming a victim or
the dynamics of victimization itself. This paper examines how postcolonial studies often ignores
the problematic dynamics of victimization and a reciprocity that seeks to appropriate the victim's
position.

Author/Presenter: Prof. Michael O'Riley
French Department
Colorado College
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Q:  How to expose victimization without creating a dynamics whereby there is a contest
for the position of the victim?

A: Exposing the very dynamics of victimization, reciprocity, memory, and claims to
victimhood while doing so might at least call attention to the problematic dynamics.

Continued on next page

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: English and Modern Languages, Second Language Studies, Intercultural

Competence; language and literature, inter-disciplinary and other areas of
Arts and Humanities, Philosophy

Session Chair: Dr. Shelley Garcia



44

H
aw

ai
i U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l C
on

fe
re

nc
es

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Conference

III. Eruptions of funk": Blackness, Abjection, and Identity Formation in Toni Morrison’s
The Bluest Eye and Paradise

This paper examines Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye and Paradise through Julia Kristeva's theory
of abjection. Themes of exclusion, trauma, and violence pervade Morrison’s work, and Kristeva’s
framework clarifies the complex dynamics her characters face. Tracing abjection in Morrison’s
first and seventh novels highlights her insights on identity formation—both individual and
communal—and the destructive impact of exclusion in these processes.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Shelley Garcia
English Department
Biola University
La Mirada, California

Q:  How does Kristeva’s theory of abjection apply to Morrison’s work?

A: It provides a useful lens for exploring identity formation, but I contend, Morrison's
novels offer an important revision to abjection, accommodating more complex
aspects of individual and communal dynamics.

Continued on next page

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: English and Modern Languages, Second Language Studies, Intercultural

Competence; language and literature, inter-disciplinary and other areas of
Arts and Humanities, Philosophy

Session Chair: Dr. Shelley Garcia
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IV. The Wicked Bible and the Authority of Print

This paper uses the 1631 “Wicked Bible” as a case study to examine how print errors became
widely disseminated in early modern England and how they affected authority, belief, and trust in
texts. It traces the Bible’s modern afterlife exploring how print continues to shape interpretation
and moral frameworks. The  paper considers how mistakes, mistranslations, and deliberate
alterations influence the social and cultural power of written works.

Author/Presenter: Ms. Christina Ginger
European Languages and Transcultural Studies
University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Q:  How can a single printing mistake from the 17th century still influence culture and
morality today?

A: The 1631 “Wicked Bible” shows how errors in print can spread widely and affect
interpretation, authority, and belief. By tracing its modern afterlife in novels, TV, and
film, the presentation explores how printed texts continue to shape cultural
understanding and moral frameworks.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: English and Modern Languages, Second Language Studies, Intercultural

Competence; language and literature, inter-disciplinary and other areas of
Arts and Humanities, Philosophy

Session Chair: Dr. Shelley Garcia
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I. Conspiracy Theory of Insurance

In the second half of the seventeenth century, England became a pioneer in the creation of
commercial insurance industry (as opposed to individual financial dealings), through the creation
of:

- Lloyds of London, which became a symbol of maritime insurance,

- Commercial life insurance based on the 1693 Breslau Tables created by Edmund Halley,

- Fire insurance created with first company called Fire Office, formed in 1680 by Nicholas
Barbon.

We show the impact of these on development of modern insurance.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Krzysztof Ostaszewski
Department of Mathematics
Illinois State University
Normal, Illinois

Q:  How did the modern insurance industry come about?

A: Through important financial developments in late 1600s in England.

Continued on next page

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Business and Finance, History; Economics & Finance; Social Sciences,

Education

Session Chair: Prof. Krzysztof Ostaszewski
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II. Marketing Ethics, Pharmaceuticals and Mass Marketing

This paper intends to look at what needs to change in Marketing, and what can be done to keep
consumers safe from all types of products, like tobacco, but not from others like alcohol, high
saturated fat foods, and other products that have no advertising regulations. Also, with the advent
of social media, are there requirements that need to be put in place to monitor this whole new
arena for advertisers?

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Allen Barclay
Dr. Michele Maletta
School of Business
Flagler College
St. Augustine, Florida

Q:  How can marketing and management educators provide context for ethical
advertising?

A: Explore how and why certain rules exist for some market segments.

Continued on next page

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Business and Finance, History; Economics & Finance; Social Sciences,

Education

Session Chair: Prof. Krzysztof Ostaszewski
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III. The ‘Rural-Urban’ Poverty Nexus in CFA-Franc Economies

This article argues that the rising trend in both the ‘urban' and 'rural' poor in former French Sub-
Saharan African colonies, is caused by recurrent over-valuation of the century-long CFA Franc
currency inherited from colonization. An over-valued currency tends to impose a tax on exports
while subsidizing imports; thus, undermining the predominantly rural agricultural sector. Sadly, the
opportunities for better jobs in urban areas are simply an illusion.

Author/Presenter: Prof. Julius Agbor
Business Department
Vanguard University of Southern California
Costa Mesa, California

Q:  How does an exchange regime type affect rural-urban migration, and ultimately
poverty & development outcomes?

A: By affecting the incentives.

Continued on next page

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 12:00pm
Session: Business and Finance, History; Economics & Finance; Social Sciences,

Education

Session Chair: Prof. Krzysztof Ostaszewski

IV. Engaging the Audience through GPS: Using AI to Design Experiential Learning
Activities in the Social Sciences

Shows how instructors can use AI tools to design experiential learning activities that promote
deeper engagement and critical thinking. Introduces the GPS framework—Games, Puzzles, and
Storytelling—as an alternative to traditional assessments. A game on social mobility shows how
AI-assisted design can produce meaningful classroom simulations that reveal structural inequality
and foster reflection. Rather than being a threat, AI can be re-purposed as a creative partner in
re-imagining pedagogy.

Author/Presenter: Dr. Zaki Eusufzai
Economics Department
Loyola Marymount University
Los Angeles, California

Q:  How do I engage my students in the course material?

A: Use AI assistance to create games, puzzles and stories both for the classroom and
assessments. Come participate in a demonstration game.
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 10:00 - 11:30am
Session: Instructional Design, Community Collaboration, Culturally Sustaining

Pedagogy, Arts Education

WORKSHOP

Stop, Collaborate, and Listen: A Community-Centered Approach to Instructional Design

Explore a community-based model of instructional design rooted in culturally sustaining pedagogy
through a course that builds reciprocal relationships between the university and local schools.
Undergraduate students collaborate with public school educators and K-12 students to co-create
learning experiences that affirm cultural identity, promote critical thinking, and center equitable
academic achievement. Participants will explore how the partnership creates space for student voice
and agency.

Author/Presenters:

Prof. Kisha N. Daniels
Program in Education
Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

Ms. Selena Collins
Program in Education
Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

Q:  What Does Collaborative, Community-Based Instructional Design Look Like?

A: Collaborative, community-based instructional design is a model where curriculum is
developed with, not just for, students and community partners. It centers shared
knowledge creation, cultural relevance, and educational equity. In short, community-based
instructional design isn’t just about teaching in a community—it’s about learning with it.
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Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

Thursday - January 08, 2026
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Naio Room

POSTER SESSION
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Naio Room

Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

Continued on next page

1. Professionalism and Cultural Identity Awareness in Exercise Science

This presentation explores diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in exercise sciences, emphasizing
self-awareness and reflection; discusses and defines DEI terms, and addresses the political
backlash against DEI initiatives; covers implicit bias, privilege, and how social factors influence
career choices; highlights the importance of cultural competence, humility, and representation,
and guides the audience through exercises to promote inclusivity in the field.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Colin Pennington
Exercise Science Department
Gwynedd Mercy University
Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania

Q: What reactions do students have to the activities you provided?

A: They tend to show respect towards the objective, take the lesson seriously, and
personally reflect.
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Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

2. The Migrant and the Digitalization of Borders: The Disappearing Individual?

Borders are being digitalized. Ports-of-entry are being stretched across the planet via biometric
systems and electronic networks. Data-collecting satellites, drones, and radars increasingly
augment frontier controls. This growing technological mediation between border professionals
and migrants enables the suspension of moral engagement on the part of the former. This can
have deeply negative outcomes for migrants. An alternative approach, one based on an ethics of
care, is discussed.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Peter Shields
Department of Communication Studies
Eastern Washington University
Cheney, Washington

Q: Is it inevitable that digitally mediated border controls de-individualize and
dehumanize?

A: Border studies is relatively bereft of empirical studies on this question. Interviews with
border professionals and migrants would be a step forward.

Continued on next page
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Naio Room

Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

3. Coloring Inside the Algorithm: GenAI, Authorship, and Self-Publishing

This poster presents a creative project using generative AI for artistic production and
independent publishing. As a media professor with a background in visual design, I created a
series of adult coloring books using Midjourney and Canva. Emphasizing human authorship over
automation, the project explores algorithmic creativity, visual storytelling, and accessible
publishing workflows within the context of digital arts and humanities.

Author/Presenter:

Prof. Lisa Ortiz
Dept. of Journalism & Media Production
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Denver, Colorado

Continued on next page

Q: Why did you start creating coloring books using GenAI?

A: Great question. A close friend of mine has twin daughters and when the girls turned
three, I created a custom storybook for them. I used Midjourney to create all the
images and ChatGPT to write the story pages. I produced a paper version and an iPad
version. The gift was a big hit, so I kept exploring in that direction. Coloring books was
a fun next step.
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Room: Naio Room

Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

4. A Nation's Blueprint: China's 2025 AI Education Guidelines as a Policy & Leadership
Framework

This poster explores China's "Guidelines for General Artificial Intelligence Education in Primary
and Secondary Schools (2025 Edition)" as a model for national policy and leadership. The
policy aims to make AI literacy a core competency for all students. The tiered learning goals will
be analyzed, and key insights will be offered for global educational leaders seeking to develop
their own AI education frameworks.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Scott Gregory
Department of Teacher Education
Fort Hays State University
Hays, Kansas

Q: Are you an educational leader looking for the most current information on national AI
education policy developments?

A: Attend this session to explore how China's new 2025 guidelines offer a comprehensive,
tiered framework for primary and secondary schools.
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Naio Room

Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Session: Posters

5. Navigating Futures: Career Aspirations and Educational Pathways among Immigrant
Youth in Japan

How do immigrant youth in Japan turn challenges into opportunities when planning their futures?
This study investigates how they interpret career guidance and leverage their native language and
culture to shape decisions about higher education and employment. Drawing on interviews with
11 migrant youth, the research reveals strategies for navigating cultural and institutional barriers.
Insights will inform inclusive education and shed light on pathways to successful integration.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Mioko Tsuboya
Faculty of International Liberal Arts
Yokohama City University
Kanazawa, Yokohama
Japan
Dr. Hiromi Kobayashi
Faculty of Human Studies
Bunkyo Gakuin University
Fujimino, Saitama
Japan
Mr. Taiki Miyashita
Graduate School of Human Relations
 Keio University
Minatoku, Tokyo
Japan

Q: What is the main challenge immigrant high school students face when planning their
careers in Japan?

A: Many immigrant students struggle with limited access to career guidance and
language barriers, which affect their confidence and opportunities. Our research
explores how these students develop strategies to overcome these challenges through
peer networks and community support.
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Session: Posters
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6. Revisiting Marie Bracquemond: Evolution of Underrepresented Women Artist from
the Impressionist Movement

Although Marie Bracquemond's (1840–1916) works place her alongside Berthe Morisot, Mary
Cassatt, and Eva Gonzalès, she remains largely absent from mainstream art histories. This study
reexamines Marie Bracquemond’s overlooked role in the Impressionist movement, and explores
why both public and private patriarchy limited her visibility and shaped later histories of
Impressionism.

Author/Presenter: Ms. Selena Peng
BASIS Independent Fremont
Fremont, California

Q: How did Marie Bracquemond navigate the gender restrictions?

A: Bracquemond’s career as an artist demonstrates how women artists maneuvered through-
out the nineteenth century due to gender limitations within traditional spaces. Similar
to Berthe Morisot, Braquemond first exhibited her works at a salon under the guidance
of Ingres in the 1857 salon. However, as a “student of Ingres”, there were many
limitations for Bracquemond due to her gender.
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Ethnic Studies and Interdisciplinary; Humanities, Bioethics, Research

Ethics

Session Chair: Dr. Eric Jackson

I. Black Studies, AI, and Healthcare Disparities

This presentation investigates the notion that artificial intelligence (AI) holds great potential to
revolutionize the delivery of healthcare in the United States. The central question of this project is
whether AI has the potential to reduce or eliminate health disparities among historically marginalized
populations of color in the United States.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Eric Jackson
Office of the Dean
History Department
Northern Kentucky University
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Q:  What is the key connection between Black Studies, AI, and Healthcare Disparities?

A: Attend this session for the answer!

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

II. Transcending Conventional Reality: Ancient and Modern Testimonies

In my 2025 presentation I discussed a number of ancient and modern sources arguing for the
experiences of specific physical manifestations encountered on the path of a successful spiritual
evolution. Such experiences have been often corroborated by modern Psychology. In this
presentation I will discuss specific information we possess from the past and the most recent
present regarding these experiences, relevant testimonies, as well as adverse reactions such
admissions produced.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Evie Holmberg
Independent Scholar
Classics & Patristic Literature
Boston, Massachusetts

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Ethnic Studies and Interdisciplinary; Humanities, Bioethics, Research

Ethics

Session Chair: Dr. Eric Jackson



59

H
aw

ai
i U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l C
on

fe
re

nc
es

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences Education Conference

III. AI-Embedded Human Research Ethics in African Cultural Systems

AI is reshaping scientific research, highlighting the need to revise international ethical guidelines
for global collaboration. African research ethics challenge Western-centric values in global
bioethics, calling for more inclusive and diverse perspectives. Grounded in communal values,
African frameworks can guide AI research integrity by addressing key concerns such as
informed consent, privacy, data quality, and cultural sensitivity.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Yaw Augustine Frimpong-Mansoh
Sociology, Anthropology and Philosophy
Northern Kentucky University
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Q:  How can we develop an inclusive ethical framework for AI to address epidemic health
challenges in low- and middle-income communities (LMICs), such as those found in
Africa?

A: An inclusive AI research ethics framework should be grounded in communal values to
ensure culturally sensitive, transparent, and accountable practices.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: Ethnic Studies and Interdisciplinary; Humanities, Bioethics, Research

Ethics

Session Chair: Dr. Eric Jackson
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Continued on next page

I. Teaching Introductory CS Classes using a Team-based Learning Classroom

Computer Science classes are taught in a myriad different ways. Most classes are taught using
the traditional classroom lecture style with slides presented to the class. More recently, smart
team-based learning classrooms have been developed for lecture delivery. This paper studies
whether using team-based learning classrooms for introductory CS courses is reported by
students to positively impact their learning.

Author/Presenter: Ms. Sofia Saleem
Computer Science and Engineering
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Q:  How would team based learning positively impact student learning?

A: Studies have shown that peer programming helps both inexperienced programmers
as well as their more experienced peers as they work together on a programming
project. The team based learning classroom helps facilitate that learning.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Modeling and Simulation with Mathematics; Education; Strategies to

enhance Undergraduates’ Collaboration Skills; Introductory Computer
Science

Session Chair: Dr. Shanzhen Gao
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II. An Interdisciplinary Framework for Teaching Modeling and Simulation with
Mathematics, Python, and AI

This paper presents a framework combining mathematics, Python, and AI to teach modeling and
simulation. Emphasizing hands-on learning, it enables students to design computational
models for real-world challenges. The approach fosters creativity, analytical thinking, and
problem-solving, preparing learners with transferable skills for research, engineering, business,
and technology-driven fields.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Shanzhen Gao
Reginald F Lewis College of Business
Virginia State University
Petersburg, Virginia
Dr. Ephrem Eyob
Dr. Olumide Malomo
Reginald F Lewis College of Business
Virginia State University
Petersburg, Virginia
Dr. Weizheng Gao
Dr. Julian Allagan
Department of Mathematics, Computer Sc. & Engineering Technology
Elizabeth City State University
Elizabeth City, North Carolina
Dr. Jianning Su
Department of Mathematics, Computer Sc. & Engineering
Perimeter College
Georgia State University
Atlanta, Georgia

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Modeling and Simulation with Mathematics; Education; Strategies to

enhance Undergraduates’ Collaboration Skills; Introductory Computer
Science

Session Chair: Dr. Shanzhen Gao

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

III. The Embodiment of Arts in Science Education

This study tackles the challenge of teaching abstract Organic Chemistry using embodied arts.
Students first build molecules with kits, playdough, and drawings to make concepts tangible.
They then transition to computational tools to analyze bond lengths and visualize orbitals. This
hands-on approach yielded a noticeable improvement in students' understanding of bonding and
molecular structure compared to traditional teaching methods.

Authors/Presenters:

Q:  How to embody abstract concepts?

A: Build something tangible, draw, and transition to computer visualization.

Dr. Jing Ye
Chemistry Department
Salem College
Winston Salem, North Carolina

Dr. Shanzhen Gao
Reginald F Lewis College of Business
Virginia State University
Petersburg, Virginia

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Modeling and Simulation with Mathematics; Education; Strategies to

enhance Undergraduates’ Collaboration Skills; Introductory Computer
Science

Session Chair: Dr. Shanzhen Gao
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IV. Fostering Willingness and Skills for Collaboration in Undergraduate Education

This study explores strategies to enhance undergraduates’ collaboration skills, including
structured group work, role rotation, peer evaluation, and conflict resolution. Findings highlight
how inclusive environments and real-world applications foster motivation, cultural awareness,
and teamwork. The framework equips students with essential skills for academic success,
professional growth, and global collaboration.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Shanzhen Gao
Reginald F Lewis College of Business
Virginia State University
Petersburg, Virginia
Dr. Ephrem Eyob
Dr. Olumide Malomo
Reginald F Lewis College of Business
Virginia State University
Petersburg, Virginia
Dr. Weizheng Gao
Department of Mathematics, Computer Sc. & Engineering Technology
Elizabeth City State University
Elizabeth City, North Carolina

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 2
Time: 12:45 - 2:45pm
Session: Modeling and Simulation with Mathematics; Education; Strategies to

enhance Undergraduates’ Collaboration Skills; Introductory Computer
Science

Session Chair: Dr. Shanzhen Gao
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Artificial Intelligence: Risks and Rewards of Technological Advancements for Teaching
and Service

This workshop visits the potential risks and rewards of implementing GenAI technologies in
pedagogical approaches and service roles. Panelists provide an overview of recent developments in
GenAI: advanced prompt engineering approaches and recently developed GenAI apps. The
workshop explores how these developments vitalize student projects and assignments and assist
service. Potential drawbacks for utilizing these technologies are discussed. The session concludes with
breakout groups.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Samuel Stinson
Humanities Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary Studies
Minot State University
Minot, North Dakota
Dr. Laura Zucca-Scott
Department of Education and Inclusive Services
Minot State University
Minot, North Dakota
Dr. Matthew Spurlin
School of Teacher Education
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley
Greeley, Colorado

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 3
Time: 12:45 - 2:15pm
Session: English and Modern Languages; Education

WORKSHOP

Q:  With GenAI, adoption has rocketed since its recent reveal about three years ago. Have we
reached the event horizon of GenAI adoption?

A: Critical acceptance of GenAI is still not beyond the point of no return. However, the
marketplace is continuing to build GenAI platforms and embed these LLM-driven
solutions into retrofit earlier projects.
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Q:  Is Competition Good or Bad?

A: Both and it is not going anywhere. We need to maximize the positive and minimize the
negative.

I. The Competition of Children

Dr. Smith raises the question of whether competition is inherently good or bad. He points out the
benefits, such as children getting noticed and improving their skills by playing against better
opponents. However, he also warns that "competition is to self-esteem as sugar is to teeth,"
implying that it can have a negative effect. Ultimately, the presentation argues that since
competition is "here to stay," the focus should be on minimizing its negative aspects while
maximizing the positive.

Author/Presenter: Dr. Stephen Smith
Dean
School of Professional and Applied Sciences
University of Lynchburg
Lynchburg, Virginia

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:30pm
Session: Psychology, Inter-disciplinary and other areas of Arts and Humanities;

Adolescent Wellbeing; American Studies, Music; Sport Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Stephen Smith

Continued on next page
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II. The Sleep Gap: Sex Differences in the Link Between Sleep Quality and Adolescent
Well-Being

A study of 4,980 adolescents (ages 12–19) found that better sleep quality predicted higher life
satisfaction, overall health, and mental health. Males reported better sleep across all indicators.
However, the positive effects of sleep quality on well-being were stronger for females, suggesting
sex moderates these relationships. Findings support the need for sex-sensitive strategies in
promoting adolescent health and well-being.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Kenneth Cramer
Department of Psychology
University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario
Canada

Ms. Amber Riberdy
Department of Psychology
University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario
Canada

Q:  What are the practical implications of these findings for designing sex-sensitive sleep
interventions in schools or clinical settings?

A: Professionals working with adolescents should be trained to recognize sex-based
differences in sleep patterns and their psychological consequences, enabling more
effective support and referrals.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:30pm
Session: Psychology, Inter-disciplinary and other areas of Arts and Humanities;

Adolescent Wellbeing; American Studies, Music; Sport Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Stephen Smith

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

III. Belonging, Purpose, and Growth: The Impact of University Student Volunteering

This study investigated the impact of volunteering on university students. Via semi-structured
focus groups, we examined the personal, professional and educational impact of volunteering.
Volunteering is perceived as impactful across several domains. Student volunteers were
motivated by personal, academic, and professional factors. Volunteering contributed to a sense
of purpose and belonging as well as to emotional coping during personal challenges. It also
offered exposure to new perspectives.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Eylin Palamaro-Munsell
Psychological Sciences
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona
Ms. Erin Kruse
Dr. Nicole Hanson
Ms. Cayla Stubler
Ms. Savanna Cash
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:30pm
Session: Psychology, Inter-disciplinary and other areas of Arts and Humanities;

Adolescent Wellbeing; American Studies, Music; Sport Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Stephen Smith

Q:  How does volunteering impact university students' psychological and professional
development?

A: Come to our presentation to find out!
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IV. From Music to Movement: Exploring the Collective Identity of BTS ARMY in the
U.S.

The rise of K-pop group BTS in the US has been accompanied by a diverse fanbase (ARMY).
ARMY transcends cultural and linguistic boundaries. We explore factors that contribute to the
expansion of BTS's fanbase. Through one-on-one interviews, we investigate the processes by
which fans come to identify as ARMY and the cross-cultural dynamics of the fandom. American
ARMY, cultivate a sense of community and collective identity via both in person and online
means.

Authors/Presenters:

Dr. Eylin Palamaro-Munsell
Psychological Sciences
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona
Ms. Denise Nash
Ms. Cayla Stubler

Ms. Charlotte Schroeder
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona

Q:  How does a large international fandom transcend culture and language to form
community?

A: Come to our presentation to find out!

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room: Palolo 1
Time: 2:30 - 4:30pm
Session: Psychology, Inter-disciplinary and other areas of Arts and Humanities;

Adolescent Wellbeing; American Studies, Music; Sport Psychology

Session Chair: Dr. Stephen Smith
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I. This is What Democracy Looks Like: Adapting Liz Lerman’s Critical Response
Process (CRP) for College Playwriting Workshops

How do playwrights become playwrights? This paper describes a path to creating a student-
centered pedagogy for teaching undergraduate playwriting courses. Adapted from Liz Lerman’s
Critical Response Method (CRP), my approach establishes a classroom “ruled by the people”
that enables student artistic growth through collaborative inquiry and informed critique. I
describe the adaptations I've made to Lerman’s CRP and theorize outcomes through the lens of
democratic action in higher education.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Lynne Conner
Department of Theatre
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Charlotte, North Carolina

Q:  What concerns do students bring in to the CRP method?

A: Many students worry that they cannot shape a neutral question (because it’s a new
concept for most of them). But all of my students have been able to grasp the concept
with time and to shape effective neutral questions within a few class sessions.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room:
Time:
Session:

Palolo 2
2:30 - 4:00pm
Performing Arts -Theatre, Drama, Playwriting; Education; Art History; 
Interdisciplinary Arts in Arts and Humanities

Session Chair: Dr. Lynne Conner

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

II. Creative Activity Booklets to Facilitate Student Engagement in the Art History
Classroom

This paper, to be co-authored with my undergraduate student, will reflect on the process,
implementation, and success of activity books designed and printed by us, to be used in my Fall
2025 “Women in Art” and “American Art: Diverse Views” courses. The books will be original
works of art and educational and assessment tools to help students connect our course topics to
works of art on view in the university’s Visual Arts Gallery, our campus sculpture park, and the
Art Institute of Chicago.

Authors/Presenters: Dr. Rebecca Siefert
Ms. Angelina Antolin
Art Department
Governors State University
Chicago, Illinois

Q:  Does Art History have to be dry and boring?

A: No! We believe in the power of a playful, collaborative approach to art history to
stimulate and engage college students.

Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room:
Time:
Session:

Palolo 2
2:30 - 4:00pm
Performing Arts -Theatre, Drama, Playwriting; Education; Art History; 
Interdisciplinary Arts in Arts and Humanities

Session Chair: Dr. Lynne Conner
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Thursday - January 08, 2026

Room:
Time:
Session:

Palolo 3
2:30 - 4:00pm
Performing Arts -Theatre, Drama, Playwriting; Education; Art History; 
Interdisciplinary Arts in Arts and Humanities

Session Chair: Dr. Lynne Conner

III. Silhouettes Crying Beneath Freedom’s Bells: Dylan’s Vision of Social Justice in
Three Songs

This paper explores Bob Dylan’s enduring call for social justice through three emblematic songs:
“Blowin’ in the Wind” (1963), “Chimes of Freedom” (1964), and “Hurricane.” Together, these
three songs trace Dylan’s evolution from a philosophical observer to a direct participant in the
struggle for justice. They showcase his ability to fuse art and activism, using poetic language,
historical context, and musical innovation to inspire awareness, empathy, and change.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Andrea Guiati
Modern & Classical Languages
Buffalo State College
Buffalo, New York

Q:  Does Bob Dylan deserve to be the recepient of The Noble Prize for Literature 2016?

A: You bet, he does!
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The Professor's Playbook: Using Bloom's to Outsmart the Bots

This interactive workshop shows educators how to use Bloom's Taxonomy to rewrite assessments for
the age of AI. Learn to design rigorous assignments that require higher-order thinking, and discover
strategies to mitigate AI-powered cheating. Attendees will leave with a toolkit for creating AI-resistant
and effective evaluations.

Author/Presenter:

Dr. Scott Gregory
Department of Teacher Education
Fort Hays State University
Hays, North Carolina

Q: Is AI making it harder to know if your students are really learning?

A: This workshop will show you how to use Bloom's taxonomy to beat the bots, designing
rigorous assignments, including presentations and videos, that demand higher-order
thinking that AI can't fake.

Wednesday - January 07, 2026

Room: Palolo 3
Time: 2:30 - 4:00pm
Session: Teacher Education

WORKSHOP
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Hawaii University International Conferences would like to thank the following people and
organizations who have made our 2026 Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education  Conference
a success!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

We would like to thank Dr. Eric Jackson for sharing his  knowledge and skills with us.
Dr. Eric R. Jackson is a Professor of History and Associate  Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences
at Northern Kentucky University, with almost 35 years of academic experience at the university level.
He has taught numerous classes in the field of American and African American History, Race Relations
and Peace Studies. Dr. Jackson has also published a wide array of books, book reviews, articles, etc.
in many local, regional, national, and international journals, such as the Journal of African American

History, the Journal of Negro Education, Ohio History, the International Journal of World Peace,
and the Journal of Pan African Studies.

Thanks to all the Session Chairs for your guidance of the participants and presenters in each session to
maximize the experiences of the session attendees, to convey the thoughts and new ideas each brings
to our conference.  All timely presentations are important to expand the overall knowledge offered
from many perspectives.

THE SESSIONS CHAIRS

Prof. Katalin Bimbo
Dr. Hyunjung Rachel Chung
Dr. Lynne Conner
Dr. Shelley Garcia
Dr. Kylin Flothe
Dr. Shanzhen Gao
Dr. Carmen Gill

Dr. Kerry Hull
Dr. Eric Jackson
Dr. Anthony Olson
Prof. Krzysztof Ostaszewski
Dr. Stephen Smith
Dr. Suzanne Whitehead
Prof. William Wei
Dr. Sharon Worley

We would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to our sponsors. With their support, we are able to
improve the conference to better serve our attendees and presenters, allowing us to provide a platform
for their academic pursuit and discovery.

SPONSORS
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Texas

Dr. Colin Pennington
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Prof. Emeritus, Retired
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California State University
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Dr. Cheryl Warsh
Vancouver Island University
Canada

Dr. Suzanne Whitehead
California State University
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We thank the dedicated professionals who reviewed the papers submitted by our presenters to
be included in our programs, for the conference proceedings.  Your work is of utmost importance
to make sure those accepted meet the highest academic standards of presentation.

Dr. Clemente Abrokwaa
Penn State University, Pennsylvania

Dr. Allen Barclay
Flagler College, Florida

Dr. Brett Chase
Southwestern Oklahoma State University

Dr. Shelley Garcia
Biola University, California

Dr. Dana Greene
University of North Carolina

Prof. Paula Higa
University of Vermont

Dr. Eric Jackson
Northern Kentucky University

Dr. Maorong Jiang
Creighton University, Nebraska

Dr. Nathalie Kasselis
Central Washington University

Dr. Lina Kattan
University of Jeddah
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Dr. Siti Nurhayati Khairatun
Universiti Putra, Malaysia

Dr. Remonda Kleinberg
University of North Carolina, Wilmington

REVIEWERS



75

H
aw

ai
i U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l C
on

fe
re

nc
es

2026 HUIC Arts, Humanities, Social Science and Education Conference

Continued on next page
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Illinois State University
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Dr. Shelley Garcia
Biola University
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Continued on next page
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North Carolina Central University
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Crown College

St. Bonifacius, Minnesota

Dr. Lynne Conner
University of North Carolina
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Charlotte, North Carolina
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Continued on next page
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We also want to thank each and every one who attended our conference for their contributions to the
knowledge bases presented and the interactions of the attendees who generously shared their knowledge
and expertise to enhance the conference experience for all who attended.  We hope to see all of you
back in Hawaii again one day in our continuing effort to bring those together in conferencing here in this
magnificent environment as we look to the future of educational efforts in all parts of the world!

Mahalo!

SOME OF OUR PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Hyunjung Rachel Chung
Georgia Southern University

Durham, North Carolina

Dr. Mioko Tsuboya
Yokohama City University

Kanazawa, Yokohama
Japan

Dr. Danielle Donelson
Austin Peay State University

Clarksville, Tennessee
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