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Synopsis:

This paper will analyze J. G. Ballard's 1962 sci-fi novel, 'The Drowned World', as a critique of
the Enlightenment and its toxic legacy. The discussion will be illustrated with my own artwork

which responds to Ballard’s vivid prognostications, particularly climate change; the most
significant issue of our age.



Tracey Clement
The Dialectic of the Enlighterment: Abstract

Over the canturdies, the Enligntement has been critiqued by artists ina verdety of ways. Written in
1962, J.G. Ballard'srovel, The Drowed Warld, wes apresciant warming of climete dernge, 1lag
befare the grase was even coined. More then five decades later, the causes may ke differat, but we
seam to ke spiraling into an ecological melt-doan straight aut of his post-geocalyptic visian. Inthis
reper, ITwill argee thet this fictiawl wark of art presats an Fglish lamguece critique of mery
aspects of the legacy of the Enlightament, partiadlarly what Horkhiarer and 2domo identify as
the drive to quantify and donirate rature, thet isnot anly earlier (inRBglish) then their 1944
Dialecticof the Fnlightamatt, bit alsomxchmore acessible, adpossibly, therefare, evenmore

Throch his startling, vivid and disturoing imegery of a suoverged city, strargled by vines and
petrolled by reptiles, Ballard shows thet the earth is not a garden ripe far explaitation by ratiael
beirgs. nhis critique, Ballard points aut thet refre carrct be aotained ard aattrolled; the anly
ratianl response nay e to adkowledoe its inexarable power. Twill illustrate my disaussianof the
insights offered by The Drowned Worldwith imeges frommy own art practice, which contirues
Ballard’s critique of the Enlightament with specific reference to climete derge; the key isste of

arae.
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